Pre- Recording Checklist
Here's a list of some things that it's wise to do before recording.


The single most important thing that I tell bands before they come into the studio is to have their songs arranged and rehearsed.  In my experience, disorganization has cost bands more money than any other factor in the recording process.  Re- arranging songs in the studio can become a costly situation very quickly because the clock is ticking.  It's always better to have those "little details" worked out before you walk into the studio.


Also, try to have an idea of what songs will need overdubs- guitar solos, acoustic guitar, samples, etc.  If you can, write out a list of the songs you're going to record and make notes regarding overdubs, instrument changes, vocalist changes, additional instruments, etc.  Really anything you can think of.  In many cases your engineer will not have heard your music before, so the more you can tell him or her about what you need during your session the better.  Having a list with notes will help keep everyone on track throughout the project, and will increase time- efficiency as your engineer can plan ahead for changes.


Another good idea is to bring along a few CDs that are mixed to your taste.  This can save a lot of time during mixdown, as you can play a few tracks for your engineer to help communicate some of the details that you want in your mix.  That said, I should remind you that every recording is different, and the chances of getting your band mixed so that you sound exactly like your favorite album are slim.  However, you can usually get some basic form of a mix, with consideration for differences in amps, guitars, voices, etc.  


Drums:  New heads, ideally.  At the very least tune them.  Keep an ear out for the "little sounds"-  squeaky kick pedal, etc.- and eliminate them.

Bass:  Bring your entire rig whenever possible.  Check your amp for grounding issues.  Take a listen to your speakers and see if you hear any buzzing or damage.  New strings and intonation on guitars.  Bring a tuner, and check all cables and amp.  Extra strings and cables aren't a bad idea, either.

Guitar:  Bring any amps and guitars that you want to record.  Check amps for speaker damage and grounding issues.  Also check pre- amps, pedals, and their connections.  New strings and intonation on guitars.   Bring a tuner, extra strings, and check all cables.  Also, It can't hurt to have extra cables and strings.

Keys/DJ/Sampler/Etc.:  Balanced outputs always work best for direct in signals.  Bring amp when possible.  Check amp and equipment and all connections.

Acoustic Instruments:  Make sure your instrument is performing correctly.  Bring amp when possible.  New strings, reeds, etc.  Extra strings, reeds, etc. are a good idea.  Make sure there are no grounding issues, etc. with internal pickups or mic systems.  Check any cables associated with your instrument, and have extras available if possible.

